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Hands Up Scotland Survey 2016 

Statistical News Release (21 June 2017) 
 

An Official Statistics Publication for Scotland 

 

This statistical news release reports key results from the Hands Up Scotland Survey on mode of travel 

to schools and nurseries in Scotland. This document accompanies the Hands Up Scotland Survey 

2016 National Summary Report and National Results tables.1 The National Summary Report was 

reissued on 21 June 2017, with values from previous publication of the news release (25 May 2017) 
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Chart 1: National travel modes: all school pupil responses (excluding nursery), 2016. 

 

 

 

Response rates 2016 
 

School response rates 

In 2016, 1,938 schools took part in the survey from 31 local authorities in Scotland.  Of this, 1,923 

state schools (primary, secondary and SEN) participated, which equates to 76.0% of all registered 

state schools in Scotland.   

 

Pupil response rates 

In total, 458,145 children took part the survey.  Of this, 454,037 pupils from state school pupils 

participated, which equates to 66.3% of all state school pupils enrolled in Scotland.   

 

 

National results 2016: by school type 
 

Nursery schools 

 46.1% of nursery pupils reported normally travelling to school by an active mode. 

 3.3% of nursery pupils reported normally travelling to school using public sustainable transport. 

 4.5% of nursery pupils reported normally travelling to school using multi-mode travel. 

 45.4% of nursery pupils reported normally travel to school using private motorised transport. 
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All state school (primary, secondary and SEN) comparison 

Primary school pupils reported the highest level of active travel to school at 53.6% of all pupils, 

followed by secondary school pupils at 42.9%. 

 

The highest levels of bus usage are reported in secondary pupils at 35.1% compared to 27.0% of SEN 

pupils and 6.5% among primary school pupils. This is a shift from previous years where SEN pupils 

recorded the highest levels of bus travel. 

 

11.7% of primary school pupils reported travelling to school using multiple modes, compared to 4.8% 

of secondary school pupils. 

 

Secondary school pupils reported the lowest levels of travel to school using private motorised 

transport of all pupils, at 16.2%, followed by 27.9% of primary school pupils and 53.5% of SEN school 

pupils.  

 

 

Table 1: National travel modes: by school type (state schools), 2016. 

School type Walk Cycle 
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Technical Notes 
 

Data collection 

Data collection for the Hands Up Scotland Survey occurs on an annual basis in the second week of September.  In 2016 
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As the Hands Up Scotland Survey is carried out over a one week period, weather conditions may differ considerably from 

year to year.  It should be noted that weather conditions have an impact on travel choices and may influence pupil response 

to the survey, although the phrasing of the survey question aims to overcome this limitation as much as possible. 

Due to rounding, row percentages may not always add up to 100%, and category totals may not always add up to the values 

presented for individual travel modes. 

In 2013, a prize draw was offered to schools as an incentive for returning responses from all year groups by Sustrans 

Scotland.  Between 2012 and 2013, the percentage of state schools responding to the survey increased from 77.0% to 

78.7%.  However, it is not possible to ascertain whether a proportion of these schools were encouraged by the incentive or 

whether this increase in school responses was the continuation of an overall trend.   

In 2016, an online survey platform was made available in addition to paper survey forms.  Local authority officers were able 

to decide which method was most suitable to offer to schools in their area.  The majority of local authorities offered both 

options, whilst some selected online only, and some continued with paper survey forms.  Between 2015 and 2016, the 

percentage of state schools responding to the survey decreased from 81.1% to 75.5%.  However, it is not possible to 

ascertain whether this decrease in response rates was a result of the change in data collation method, or other unrelated 

factors. 

In 2016, schools in East Dunbartonshire took part during October, meaning that their results are not considered comparable 

with the rest of the data, and have therefore been excluded from all national level results for 2016.  Sensitivity tests indicate 

that the exclusion of East Dunbartonshire responses cannot account for the total decrease in survey response rates between 

2015 and 2016. 
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