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INTRODUCTION 
 
This statistical news release reports findings from the Hands Up Scotland Survey on mode of travel 
to schools and nurseries in Scotland.  
 
The annual Hands Up Scotland Survey is published today by Sustrans as Official Statistics in 
Scotland. The survey is funded by Transport Scotland to provide an accurate and up -to-date picture 
of how pupils travel to school.  The survey is now in its seventh year. 
 
RESULTS FROM 2014 

Response  

In 2014, over half a million children from from 2,052 schools and 539  nurseries took part in the 
survey from all 32 local authorities in Scotland .  

Overall results  

50.4% of pupils in Scotland said they normally travel to school actively, without using any form of 
motorised transport:

2.8% said they normally scoot or skate to school

 

41.2% of pupils in Scotland said they normally travel to school using only a form of motorised 
transport:  

�x 21.9% of pupils said they are normally driven to school  
�x 17.7% of pupils said they normally take the bus to school  
�x 1.6% said they normally travel to school by taxi  
 

In addition to this,  7.8% of �S�X�S�L�O�V���L�Q���6�F�R�W�O�D�Q�G���V�D�L�G���W�K�H�\���Q�R�U�P�D�O�O�\���o�S�D�U�N���D�Q�G���V�W�U�L�G�H�p to school (i.e. they 
are driven part of the way to school and walk the rest) . 

Primary school compared to secondary school  

A higher percentage of primary school pupils travel to school actively (i.e. w alk, cycle, scoot or skate) 
than secondary school pupils:  

�x 55.4% of primary school pupils said they normally travel to s chool actively, compared to 
43.8% of secondary school pupils  

However car use decreases from primary to secondary school, with increased u se of public 
transport among secondary school pupils:  

�x 25.8% of primary school pupils said they normally travel t o school by car compared to 14.6 % 
of secondary school pupils  



�x 35.4% of secondary school pupils said they normally travel to school by b us compared to 
7.2% of primary school pupils  

State schools compared to independent schools  

A higher proportion of independent school pupils than state school pupils use motorised transport to 
travel to school:  

�x 43.8% of independent school pupils said they norm ally travel to school by car compared to 
21.6% of state school pupils  

�x 23.1% of independent school pupils said they normally travel to  school by bus, compared to 
17.7% of state school pupils  

SEN schools  

�x 43.1% of SEN school pupils were reported as normally travelling to school by bus and 39. 5% 
by taxi 

�x 3.7% of SEN school pupils were reported as normally travelling to school by car  
�x 2.0% of SEN school pupils were reported as normally walking to school and 0.3 % cycling  

Nursery schools  

�x 42.5% of nursery school pupils were reported as normally travelling to school by car , 2.7% 
by bus and 0.9% by taxi  

�x 41.4% were reported as  normally walking to school, 3.6% cycling and 4.3 % travelling by 
scooter or skateboard  

�x 4.4% of nursery school pupils were reported as normally �W�U�D�Y�H�O�O�L�Q�J���W�R���V�F�K�R�R�O���E�\���o�S�D�U�N���D�Q�G��
�V�W�U�L�G�H�p 

 
RESULTS 2008-2014 

National results for primary, secondary, SEN and independent schools show a slight  increase in 
pupils travelling by scooter  or skateboard and a slight decrease in car use, with little change over 
time between levels of motorised and non -motorised travel  overall: 

�x 

http://www.sustrans.org.uk/scotland/what-we-do/schools-and-universities/hands-scotland
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