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Sustrans yw’r elusen sy’n ei gwneud yn haws i bobl gerdded a beicio. 
Rydym yn beirianwyr, yn addysgwyr, yn arbenigwyr ac yn eiriolwyr. 
Rydym yn cysylltu pobl a llefydd, yn creu cymunedau byw, yn 
trawsnewid y daith i’r ysgol ac yn hwyluso taith hapusach ac iachach 
i’r gwaith. Mae Sustrans yn gweithio mewn partneriaeth, yn dod â 
phobl  j Th. 20(eu cymuyd1(dsicrhau Mae Sateb0656iawn. lltu pobl adf)]-15(nhau Mae Sachosdym yn cysyo bla325ce 0 Tw. )]TJ 0 -1.3 dr92(. )fn(eu.3 tys406lâ geicioefTJ dangosdolwym yn cysyhygwnedobl gboy)Tls yn ud yn gwedau bieu.n )l gy g56(, yTJ chedau bdth,f* [snewid y c)fnogâ gwod n gwlad cymuyd1agc yparniad gwlbieedoolmewn pirbl  j Th( i’p211au,TJ hygneud yn fuan. TD [(V)2.717n beirY6(,wi�phobnic y(. gwniw)]-16( i. Tf (Feasi( Conwy Estu12.834 /T1_0[(wwJ T5(.seithio .oeda9(g.ukTf (Feasibility -7.1 7.1 0 -12.834 )2.717n j -0.0001 T is the ch550 (making it udy)er,f*r5p2ople to walks) )cycle. TD [(V68 5.68 0 1m yn beirW)57(e f)]TJ e engineerss) )educators, expertss) )advocates. W)57(e connec* [(Car)001 Tw 0 -7.1 7.1 0  Th. 22ople ) )places, c 0 Tw ate liveable neighbourhoods, 001 Tf*rm the ym yn cysyschoolmrun ) )deliverTJ happ)er [(R, healtneerTcommt ).gweithio mworksdym yn cy(ih, yn dodship, bd nging p2ople tog211erTto 0.0275 Tw 5.65Estu19.374 /T1_0[( 0 Tw) )the right solu4065s. W)57(e [(Car)001 Tw 0 -7.1 7.1 0 -19.374 rans)Tj [(make the case,f*r5walking ) )cycling by using eicioobeit evidence ) , T* i. We f
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NW - 034 Conwy Estuary Trail Feasibility Study

a Suggested alignment

 As noted above the overall route can be split into two parts as detailed below:

 Conwy Cob to Deganwy: this section of the route has been in place since around 2007 when the original 
Conwy Estuary Trail was developed. At that time a dust based path surface was included which has had very 
little maintenance since its construction. There is a section of tarmac surfaced path at the Deganwy Quays 
development but that has been hand laid and is uncomfortable to cycle on or to push a wheelchair along. The 
dust based surface has a number of dips along its length and so puddles form following rain which prevent the 
route from being used all year around. It is recommended that the entire section from Conwy Cob (which has 

a tarmac surface) to Marine Crescent in Deganwy is 
surfaced in tarmac up to 3.0m wide where possible. 
Outline agreements would be required with the 
Welsh Government for the section around the A55 
tunnel mouth but this should be seen as a suitable 
improvement as the current path has been in place 
for a signifi cant period now with no issues raised. 
These improvement works should also include the 
link south from Conwy Cob to the RSPB Reserve 
as this section can also become water-logged 
and should connect in with Glan Conwy in the 
future. Additional minor improvements like signing, 
vegetation removal and fence repairs should also 
take place as part of these improvement works.

 At the access point at Marine Crescent a fl ood gate is located across the path which is closed off during 
periods of high tides or potential fl ood events and this can extend to weeks on end during the winter months. 
There are no warning signs prior to reaching the barrier and no way of getting over the gate easily unless you 
are fully able bodied (and can carry a cycle or wheelchair). It is recommended that a small ramp is constructed 
on either side of the wall on one side of the gate to provide a suitable means of getting over the barrier when it 
is closed.

Existing fl ood gate in closed position at Marine Crescent and path near Deganwy Station that requires a new surface

 

 Deganwy to Llandudno: this section can be split into a route upgrade along the southern section between 
the Breakwater and Marine Crescent and a new path along the northern section linking to West Shore. At the 
northern end of Marine Crescent another fl ood gate is located at the access point onto Deganwy Promenade 
which is also closed during periods of high tides or potential fl ood events. It is recommended that a small ramp 
is constructed on either side of the wall on one side of the gate to provide a suitable means of getting over the 
barrier when it is closed.

 Deganwy Promenade has been upgraded at the southern end but the northern section is looking very tired and 
the concrete surface is damaged in a number of locations. This section should be upgraded with a new surface 
and the alignment of the promenade and shared use path should be improved where possible at this stage.

Existing fl ood gate in closed position at Deganwy Promenade and damaged surface at northern end of Promenade

 To the north of the Deganwy Promenade section the existing path can be upgraded with a mixture of new 
surfacing and some minor engineering works to protect the edge from coastal erosion and the dune system 
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NW - 034 Conwy Estuary Trail Feasibility Study

d  Cost

 The outline cost estimate for the main path upgrade and new path alignment 
options suggested is £800,000.

 The costs below are indicative only, intended to give a budget estimate of the main 
costs associated with the construction of the proposed path to the prescribed 
design standards as previously recommended. 

 It must be noted that the above costs do not include:

• Land acquisition • Detailed design • Site Supervision

• Monitoring • Contract management • Legal fees

• Preliminaries • Lighting • Ecological mitigation

• Waste disposal  • Service diversions • Insurance

  

Typical additional costs to cover some of the above items can be up to 30% of the 
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III Signing and maintenance
a Signing

 The proposed route needs to be suffi ciently well signed so that it is easy to follow in both directions. A balance 
should be struck between providing clear and reliable information, avoiding visual clutter and unnecessary 
maintenance liability that excessive signing can cause. Care is needed when considering their design and 
placement. Cyclists Dismount or End of Route signs are not appropriate and will not be necessary on this 
route. Cycle specifi c route signing also raises awareness of cyclists amongst other road users and helps to 
promote the route.  It is estimated that around 20 signs will be required to effectively provide good directional 
signing. At each end of the route and on key junctions, destination signage will be provided on conventional 
metal sign posts with suitable repeater signs along the route. 

Examples of a repeater sign, directional signs, short robust posts and a shared pedestrian and cycle sign

b Future maintenance

 A route management plan will need to be agreed with the collaboration of the land owners, Sustrans and the 
local Sustrans volunteering group. Overall, a route that is kept in good condition will be more useful, attractive 
and popular than one allowed to deteriorate. It will promote walking and cycling. Maintenance can sometimes 
seem like an afterthought compared to the exciting world of designing and building new routes, but having 
invested time and money by building the route, it is important that it remains attractive to users. Thinking about 
who will use the route – will horses be ridden along it, will tractors cross it, how will maintenance vehicles 
access the path (and turn)? Pedestrians and cyclists don’t normally cause a great deal of wear and tear. It 
is often other users and the weather that have more of an impact on the condition of the path. Maintenance 
should be considered as part of the route development process long before construction starts. A thoughtful 
design will mean less maintenance in the future. For this route a sealed tarmac surface is proposed at a width 
of 2.5 – 3.0m. The surface will have a long life needing little maintenance. A question often asked by funders 
is how will you maintain the investment they are making? Sometimes money can be put aside from the capital 
source into a separate fund for future maintenance. Irrespective of what the ultimate arrangement will be, 
it is essential that the project team has agreed the future maintenance arrangements early in the project’s 
development. 

 The local Sustrans Volunteers group is very active and will be able to help with some aspects of maintenance 
including checking signing, collecting litter and cutting back vegetation.

 The sand issue has been an on-going issue in Conwy for a number of years and it is vital that the new 
alignment in this area takes this into account with a practical design solution. Coastal communities will never 
be able to develop completely sand free routes and so some clearance will always be required, but developing 
these maintenance programmes during the design phase is key to reducing costs and constructing routes that 
can be used every day.

IV Stakeholder Engagement 
 Local stakeholders have been engaged in the process to make sure the route is suitable for local needs and 

will be used in the future. The BRO Partnership has supported Sustrans in this activity. An Online survey 
was conducted between March and April 2017 to gather initial feedback from local stakeholders about the 
perceived impacts of the route on daily commute and tourism activities. 78% of the 45 respondents were 
supportive of the coastal alignment and some of them expressed concern about the loss of a scenic cycle 
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NW - 034 Conwy Estuary Trail Feasibility Study

VI  Monitoring and reporting / Making the case for a new link
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VII  Funding
 Whilst funding for the route developments has been limited at this stage the Welsh Government’s Coastal 

Risk Management programme is currently being used to progress the options for coastal erosion measures 
which include the provision of the re-aligned coastal path. This funding programme will continue to be used 
as the project moves forward to design and delivery phases, though the match funding that is required can be 
problematic as it cannot have any links with other Welsh Government programmes.  

 It is recommended that consideration of the following funding sources for the construction and promotional 
phases of the path development between Conwy Cob and Deganwy are used at this stage:

a Transport Grants managed by the Welsh Government, namely the Local Transport Fund, Active Travel Fund, 
Active Travel Core allocation (which could be used for minor improvements) and Safe Routes in Communities 
fund. These funds can be used to further enhance the design, planning and consents stage as well as being 
pivotal to allow construction to move forward.

b Tourism Grants managed by Visit Wales, mainly for small scale infrastructure, signing and promotion, in 
particular: 
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Local overview     NW - 034 Conwy Estuary Trail
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MAP 1 NW - 034 Conwy Estuary Trail
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MAP 5 NW - 034 Conwy Estuary Trail

Conwy Estuary Trail

Existing NCN or Other Route (Traffi c-Free)

Existing NCN or Other Route (On-Road)

Future NCN or Other Route
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