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of Professional Conduct. We confirm that the opinions expressed are our true and professional bona fide 
opinions. 
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SUMMARY 
P

ur
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se
 

¶ Wildwood Ecology Limited was commissioned by Sustrans (the client) to undertake an updated 
Preliminary Ecological Appraisal by Sustrans (the Client) on a section of proposed for cycle route 
running from west to east from Rhadyr to Usk.  

¶ The site is the subject of a planning application to create a mu
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1 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Wildwood Ecology was commissioned by Sustrans (the client) to undertake an up to date preliminary 
ecological appraisal (PEA) of Rhadyr to Usk Cycleway. (the site) is located between grid reference 
SO3724501262 and SO362702308. 

1.2 





Sustrans  Rhadyr to Usk Cycleway. 
WWE19066 PEA Rev B  Preliminary Ecological Appraisal Report 
 

 

Page 3 of 37 
 

2 METHODOLOGY 

Desk study 

2.1 A biodiversity desk study was undertaken in relation to the site in April 2014. The sources consulted and 
the type of information obtained are summarised in Table 1. 

Table 1 – Sources of biodiversity and ecological records. 

Source 
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Table 6: Habitats and linear features identified onsite during 2014 and 2019 

Habitat type / Linear feature Species present Other observations 

J4 Bare ground 

The proposed route followed an existing trackway 
(Bare Ground) along much of the cycleway.  

N/A 

Habitat suitable for nesting birds  

Signs of badger (target note 3) 

Potential bat features identified in 2014 and 2019 
survey. 

Japanese Knotweed and Giant Hogweed identified in 
2014 and 2019 survey 

Stones/gravel/habitat piles suitable for reptiles 
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4 INTERPRETATION AND ASSESSMENT  

4.1 The proposed development will require displacement of onsite habitats and disturbance to their 
associated features. This section concerns an assessment of ecological impacts resulting from the 
proposed development. 

4.2 The following interpretation and assessment is provided to ensure full compliance with both UK and 
European legislation and both local and national planning policy (see Appendix V).
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4.27 The survey undertaken by David Clements Ecology in June 2017 determined that great crested newts were 
absent from ponds located approximately 300 m away from the proposed cycle route. However, as the 
habitat on site is of good quality and suitable to support great crested new
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Biodiversity records showed a recent record of European water vole at 308m from the proposed route in 
2009, crossing a road near the Berthin Brook.  

4.43 There is a risk that water vole could be disturbed during the construction phase. 

West European hedgehog 

4.44 The local records search returned one record of the west European hedgehog species in the vicinity of the 
site (see Table 5). 

4.45 There are some suitable habitats onsite (scrub) that will be removed and so there may be a negative 
impact on west European hedgehog as a result of the proposed development. 

Fish 

4.46 Records of priority and protected fish species were returned in the vicinity of the proposed route. These 
are European eel and Shad sp. which were found recently within 300m of the proposed route. 

4.47 No alterations of water courses are to be carried out as part of the development, and it is unlikely that 
there will be any impacts on fish as a result of the proposals.  

Invertebrates 
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5 CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

5.1 Wildwood Ecology was commissioned to undertake an updated Preliminary Ecological Appraisal (PEA) of 
Rhadyr to Usk Cycleway. 

5.2 The site is the subject of a planning application for a multi-user route for both cyclists and pedestrians. 

Designated sites 

5.3 Designated sites in the vicinity of the site (see Table 4) are sufficiently well separated so that no impacts 
on their designated features are anticipated as a result of the proposed development. 

Protected species 

5.4 Recommendations regarding protected species are shown in Table 8.  

Table 8: Recommendations for mitigation 

Species/Habitat Recommendations 

Berthin Brook 
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Overall conclusion 

5.10 Providing that the recommendations outlined within this report are successfully implemented, it should 
be possible for the proposed development to proceed and for there to be no long-term impacts upon the 
key protected species present at the site. 

This ecological report will remain valid for a period of 18 months from the date of the last survey - i.e. until 
November 2020. Further surveys may be required to update the site information if planning is not obtained or 
works do not commence within this time period.  
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 SURVEY IMAGES 
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Figure 2 Woodland near staring point irt
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Figure 14 Railway sleeper, good habitat for reptiles and amphibians 
(target note 25). 

 

 
Figure 15 Japanese Knotweed located within areas of dense scrub within 
the eastern section of the route (se target note 5 in 2014 report) 
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 SPECIES LIST 

To be submitted to the appropriate Local Records Centre
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Legislation and biodiversity 

Certain species of animals and plants found in the wild in the UK are legally protected from being harmed or 
disturbed. These species are listed in the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) or are named as 
European Protected Species (EPS) in the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017. These two main 
pieces of legislation have been consulted when writing this report and are therefore described in detail within 
this section.  

Other relevant legislation and policy documents that have been consulted include ς The Environment (Wales) 
Act 2016; The Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000; The Hedgerow Regulations 1997; Biodiversity Action 
Plans, both UK-wide (UKBAP) and Local plans (LBAPs), and The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF). 
There is also legislation that legally protects certain animals - for example, the Protection of Badgers Act (1992) 
protects badgers and their setts, and the Deer Act (1991) places restrictions on actions that can be taken against 
deer species. 

Environment (Wales) Act 2016 

{ŜŎǘƛƻƴ с ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !Ŏǘ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ŀ Řǳǘȅ ƻƴ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƻ ΨǎŜŜƪ ǘƻ Ƴŀƛƴǘŀƛƴ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜ ōƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΩ ǎƻ ŦŀǊ ŀǎ 

it is consistent with the proper exercise of those functions. In so doing, public authorities must also seek to 
ΨǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎƛƭƛŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ŜŎƻǎȅǎǘŜƳǎΩΦ ¢ƘŜ Řǳǘȅ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ пл Řǳǘȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ bŀǘǳǊŀƭ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ 

Rural Communities Act 2006 (NERC Act 2006), in relation to Wales, and applies to those authorities that fell 
within the previous duty.  

Public authorities will be required to report on the actions they are taking to improve biodiversity and promote 
ecosystem resilience. 
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¶ To intentionally or recklessly interfere with a sett4 (this includes disturbing Badgers whilst they are 
occupying a sett, as well as damaging or destroying a sett or obstructing access to it). 

The legislation aims to protect the species from persecution, rather than being a response to an unfavourable 
conservation status, as the species is in fact common over most of Britain; it is not intended to prevent properly 
authorised development. 

Bats 

All British bats are classed as European Protected Species and therefore receive protection under the 
Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017, making it an offence inter alia to: 

¶ Deliberately kill, injure or capture a bat; 

¶ Deliberately disturb bats; 

¶ Damage or destroy a breeding site or resting place of a bat. 

In addition, all British bats are also listed under Schedule 5 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as 
amended) which contains further provisions making it an offence to intentionally or recklessly: 

¶ 
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Otters 

The European Otter is a European Protected Species and therefore receive protection under the Conservation 
of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017, making it an offence inter alia to: 

¶ deliberately capture, injure or kill any wild otter; 

¶ deliberately disturb wild otters; 

¶ damage or destroy a breeding site or resting place of an otter. 

In addition, the otter is listed under Schedule 5 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) which 
contains further provisions making it an offence to intentionally or recklessly: 

¶ disturbs an otter while it is occupying a structure or place which it uses for shelter or protection; or 

¶ obstructs access to such a place. 

If proposed development work is likely to destroy or disturb otters or their resting places, then a licence will 
need to be obtained from Natural Resource Wales, which would be subject to appropriate measures to 
safeguard otters. 

Reptiles 

Adders, slow worms, grass snakes and common lizards are protected against killing and injuring under Schedule 
9 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended). This legislation makes it illegal to intentionally kill or 
injure a common reptile. As a result, reptiles must be removed from areas of development and relocated onto 
suitable release sites before any site works can commence. 

Smooth snakes and sand lizards are European Protected Species under schedule 5 of the Wildlife and 
Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) and Schedule 2 of the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 
2017. This makes it illegal to carry out the following activities: 

¶ Deliberately or recklessly disturb, capture or kill these animals; 

¶ Deliberately or recklessly take or destroy eggs of these animals; 

¶ Damage or destroy a breeding site or resting place of such a wild animal; or 
Keep, transport, sell or exchange, or offer for sale or exchange, any live or dead animal, or any part of, or 
anything derived from such a wild animal. 


